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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to communications: Appeal Brief filed 22 May 2007. 



3. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 31 May 2007, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new grounds of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41.20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 



2. 



Claims 1-3, 5-21, and 23-34 are pending in this case. Claims 1, 9, 17, 25 and 30 



are independent claims. 



Reopening of Prosecution After Appeal Brief or Reply Brief 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whicli forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 -3, 5-21 , and 23-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Orr etal. (Patent No.: 5,808,916; Filing Date: Jul. 25, 1997) 
(hereinafter 'Orr'), in view of Hsiung et al. (Pub. No. US 2003/0144746 A1; Filing 
Date: Mar. 9, 2001) (hereinafter 'Hsiung'). 

in regards to independent claims 1 and 30, Orr discloses a method 
implemented by a computerized system comprising: 

receiving data from a data source (col. 3, lines 1-27; col. 3, lines 55-62; Orr 
discloses a data reception ground station receiving data from different sources, 
including an earth bound fixed sensor, which gathers local infomriation.). 

determining a geograpiiical location of the data source (col. 3, lines 28-54; col. 4, 
lines 59-64; Orr discloses a data reception ground station may receive global remote 
sensed infomnation/data, including global positioning system (GPS). Orr also discloses 
the stations provide regional and global infomiation respectively. The reception ground 
station transmits the information/data to a central location.). 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,688 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2176 

Orr does not expressly disclose determining a location in an electronic 
spreadstieet for placing at least a portion of the data, wherein the determined 
spreadsheet location is based on the determined geographical location of the data 
source; 

inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the detenvined 
spreadsheet location; 

displaying of the electronic spreadsheet to a user, wherein the electronic 
spreadsheet indicates the geographical location of the data source from a display of the 
data portion inserted at the detennined location. 

However, Hsiung teaches determining a location in an electronic spreadsheet for 
placing at least a portion of the data, wherein the determined spreadsheet location is 
based on the detennined geographical location of the data source (0363-365; Hsiung 
teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention that makes them easy to 
identify.. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model 
Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Using the 
broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming convention to identify 
the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical location of the sensor.). 

inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the determined 
spreadsheet location (0365; Hsiung teaches a function may be provides which enables 
the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Thus, 
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inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the determined spreadsheet 
location.). 

displaying of the electronic spreadsheet to a user, wherein the electronic 
spreadsheet indicates the geographical location of the data source from a display of the 
data portion inserted at the determined location (0363-365; Hsiung teaches sensors 
may be described by a naming convention that makes them easy to identify. Hsiung 
also teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a 
sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Using the broadest interpretation, the 
Examiner concludes that the naming convention to Identify the sensors could include 
but not be limited to the geographical location of the sensor.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill In the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claims 2 and 31, Orr disclose the method of claim 1, 
further comprises: 

calculating, as a function of time, a value associated with the at least a portion of 
the data from the data source (col. 4. line 44-col. 5, line 37; Orr discloses variances are 
mathematically calculated to determines the allowable tolerance within a signature 
band, to Insure the classification accuracy of the data.). 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,688 



Art Unit: 2176 



Page 6 



Orr does not expressly disclose transmitting the value to a spreadsheet program 
for display in the spreadsheet. 

However, Hsiung teaches transmitting the value to a spreadsheet program for 
display in the spreadsheet (0180; 0365; Hsiung teaches calculations can be a time 
weighted value, a mathematical weighted value, and others. Hsiung also teaches a 
function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a 
column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claims 3 and 32, Orr does not disclose expressly 
using a portion of the data from the data source to control a device. 

However, Hsiung teaches using a portion of the data from the data source to 
control a device (0003; 0029; Simply put, Hsiung teaches how a device can be 
controlled by a single parameter/value.). 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claims 5 and 34, Orr does not disclose expressly 
transmitting the at least a portion of ttie data and the location in the spreadsheet to a 
spreadsheet program, wherein the spreadsheet program is operable to display the at 
least a portion of the data at the location. 

However, Hsiung teaches transmitting the at least a portion of the data and the 
location in the spreadsheet to a spreadsheet program, wherein the spreadsheet 
program is operable to display the at least a portion of the data at the location (0363- 
365; Hsiung teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention that makes 
them easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which enables 
the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Using 
the broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming convention to 
identify the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical location of the 
sensor.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent claim 6, Orr discloses calculating a total from the at 
least a portion of the data from the data source (col. 4. line 44-col. 5, line 37; Orr 
discloses variances are mathematically calculated to determines the allowable tolerance 
within a signature band, to insure the classification accuracy of the data.). 

Orr does not expressly disclose determining a location in the spreadsheet for 
placing the total based on one or more of the location information for the data source 
and location infonnation for the at least one other data source (column 17, lines19-20 & 
25-29). 

However, Hsiung teaches determining a location in the spreadsheet for placing 
the total based on one or more of the location information for the data source and 
location infonnation for the at least one other data source (0363-365; Hsiung teaches 
sensors may be described by a naming convention that mal<es them easy to identify. 
Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to 
associate a sensor with a column of data In the spreadsheet. Using the broadest 
Interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming convention to identify the 
sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical location of the sensor.). 

Therefore, at the time of the Invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent claim 7, Orr does not disclose expressly determining a 
location in a spreadsheet based on the location information for the data source 
comprises mapping the location information for the data source to a predetermined 
location in the electronic spreadsheet 

However, Hsiung teaches determining a location in a spreadsheet based on the 
location information for the data source comprises mapping the location information for 
the data source to a predetermined location in the electronic spreadsheet (0364-0365; 
Hsiung teaches mapping the location spreadsheet to sensors, which is considered a 
data source. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides which enables the 
Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Using the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner concludes the mapping of location to 
a predetermined location in the spreadsheet would be determined during design/setup.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 8, Orr discloses determining whether the at least 
a portion of the data from the data source is in the view (column 4, lines 32-45; Orr 
discloses a display engine which extracts only a portion of the image needed and sends 
the result to a display screen. Thus determining whether the at least a portion of the 
data from the data source is in the view.). 
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Orr does not expressly disclose identifying a view to be displayed in the 
spreadstieet. 

transmitting ttie at least a portion of the data and the location in the electronic 
spreadsheet to a spreadsheet program in response to the at least a portion of the data 
being in the view, wherein the spreadsheet program is operable to display the at least a 
portion of the data at the location. 

However, Hsiung teaches identifying a view to be displayed in the spreadsheet 
(365; Hsiung teaches the Model Builders may select the source of the training data, 
which associates a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.Thus, Identifying a 
view to be displayed in the spreadsheet.). 

transmitting the at least a portion of the data and the location in the electronic 
spreadsheet to a spreadsheet program in response to the at least a portion of the data 
being in the view, wherein the spreadsheet program is operable to display the at least a 
portion of the data at the location (0363-365; Hsiung teaches sensors may be described 
by a naming convention that makes them easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a 
function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a 
column of data in the spreadsheet. Using the broadest interpretation, the Examiner 
concludes that the naming convention to identify the sensors could include but not be 
limited to the geographical location of the sensor.). 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill In the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to independent claim 9, Orr discloses receiving data from a plurality 
of sensors, eacfi of the plurality of sensors situated at a separate geographical location 
(col. 3, lines 1-62; Orr discloses a data reception ground station receiving data from 
different sources, including an earth bound fixed sensor, which gathers local 
information. Orr also discloses a data reception ground station may receive global 
remote sensed infonnation/data, including global positioning system (GPS).). 

determining the separate geographical location of each of the plurality of sensors 
(col. 3, lines 28-54; col. 4, lines 59-64; Orr discloses a data reception ground station 
may receive global remote sensed infonnation/data, including global positioning system 
(GPS). Orr also discloses the stations provide regional and global information 
respectively. The reception ground station transmits the infomriation/data to a central 
location.). 

Orr does not disclose expressly a method of using an electronic spreadsheet to 
display information at locations in the spreadsheet associated with the origin of the 
information, the method comprising: 
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determining locations in the spreadstieet based on the determined separate 
geographical locations of the plurality of sensors such that one or more of at least a 
portion of the data from each of the plurality of sensors and a value is operable to be 
displayed in one or more of the locations in the electronic spreadsheet, wherein the 
value is calculated from at least some of the data from the plurality of sensors. 

inserting the data portion from each of the plurality of sensors in the electronic 
spreadsheet at each of the determined spreadsheet locations. 

providing a display in the electronic spteadsheet to a user at least one of the data 
portions inserted in one of the determined spreadsheet locations, wherein the display 
indicates the separate geographical location of one of the plurality of sensors. 

However, Hsiung teaches a method of using an electronic spreadsheet to display 
infomiation at locations in the spreadsheet associated with the origin of the information, 
the method comprising: 

determining locations in the spreadsheet based on the determined separate 
geographical locations of the plurality of sensors such that one or more of at least a 
portion of the data from each of the plurality of sensors and a value is operable to be 
displayed in one or more of the locations in the electronic spreadsheet, wherein the 
value is calculated from at least some of the data from the plurality of sensors (01 80; 
0363-365; Hsiung teaches calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical 
weighted value, and others. Hsiung also teaches sensors niay be described by a 
naming convention that makes them easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a function 
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may be provides which enables the iVIodel Builder to associate a sensor with a column 
of data in the spreadsheet. Using the broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes 
that the naming convention to identify the sensors could include but not be limited to the 
geographical location of the sensor.). 

inserting the data portion from each of the plurality of sensors in the electronic 
spreadsheet at each of the determined spreadsheet locations (0365; Hsiung teaches a 
function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a 
column of data in the spreadsheet. Thus, inserting the data portion in the electronic 
spreadsheet at the determined spreadsheet location.). 

providing a display in the electronic spreadsheet to a user at least one of the data 
portions inserted in one of the detennined spreadsheet locations, wherein the display 
indicates the separate geographical location of one of the plurality of sensors (0363- 
365; Hsiung teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention that makes 
them easy to Identify. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which enables 
the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Using 
the broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming convention to 
identify the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical location of the 
sensor.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill In the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent clainrt 10, Orr disclose the method of claim 9, further 
comprises: 

calculating, as a function of time,, the value (col. 4. line 44-col. 5, line 37; Orr 
discloses variances are mathematically calculated to determines the allowable tolerance 
within a signature band, to insure the classification accuracy of the data.). 

Orr does not expressly disclose the step of determining locations in the 
spreadsheet comprises determining a location in the spreadsheet to display the value 
based on the location of at least one of the plurality of sensors. 

However, Hsiung teaches the step of detenriining locations in the spreadsheet 
comprises determining a location in the spreadsheet to display the value based on the 
location of at least one of the plurality of sensors (0180; 0365; Hsiung teaches 
calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical weighted value, and others. 
Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to 
associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent claim 11, Orr does not disclose expressly controlling a 
device based on the value. 

However, Hsiung teaches controlling a device based on the value. (0003; 0029; 
Simply put, Hsiung et al. discloses how a device can be controlled by a single 
parameter/value.)- 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 12, Orr does not expressly disclose the step of 
determining locations in the spreadsheet comprises: 

selecting cells in the electronic spreadsheet to display at least one of the at least 
a portion of the data and the value. 

However, Hsiung teaches selecting cells in the electronic spreadsheet to display 
at least one of the at least a portion of the data and the value (01 80; 0365; Hsiung 
teaches calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical weighted value, and 
others. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model 
Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent claim 13, Orr does not expressly disclose transmitting 
the at least a portion oftlie data and ttie determined locations to a spreadstieet 
program, wherein the spreadsheet program is operable to display the at least a portion 
of the data in the detenvined locations. 

However, Hsiung teaches transmitting the at least a portion of the data and the 
detenmined locations to a spreadsheet program, wherein the spreadsheet program is 
operable to display the at least a portion of the data in the detenvined locations. (0363- 
365; Hsiung teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention that makes 
them easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which enables 
the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Using 
the broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming convention to - 
identify the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical location of the 
sensor). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in, real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 14, Orr discloses dividing an area into a plurality 
of sections, the plurality of sensors being located in the area (col. 3, line 28-col. 4, line 
31; Orr discloses a data reception ground station receiving data from different sources, 
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including an earth bound fixed sensor, which gathers local information. The ground 
station may receive global remote sensed information/data, including global positioning 
system (GPS) and provide regional and global infonnation respectively. Dictionary.com 
defines "regional" as relating to a large geographical area. Thus Orr teaches dividing an 
area into a plurality of sections, the plurality of sensors being located in the area.). 

receiving a selection of a view including at least one of the plurality of sections 
(col. 3, lines 1-27; col. 3, lines 55-62; Orr discloses a data reception ground station 
receiving data from different sources, including an earth bound fixed sensor, which 
gathers local information.). 

determining whether any of the plurality of sensors are located in the at least one 
of the plurality of sectlons{co\. 3, lines 28-54; col. 4, lines 59-64; Orr discloses a data 
reception ground station may receive global remote sensed information/data, including 
global positioning system (GPS). On^ also discloses the stations provide regional and 
global information respectively. The reception ground station transmits the 
information/data to a central location.). 

Orr does not expressly disclose transmitting data from the plurality of sensors 
located in the at least one of the plurality of sections and the determined locations for 
the plurality of sensors located in the at least one of the plurality of sections to a 
spreadsheet program operable to display the data from the plurality of sensors located 
in the at least one of the plurality of sections at the detennined locations. 
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However, Hsiung teaches transmitting data from the plurality of sensors located 
in the at least one of the plurality of sections and the detennined locations for the 
plurality of sensors located in the at least one of the plurality of sections to a 
spreadsheet program operable to display the data from the plurality of sensors located 
in the at least one of the plurality of sections at the detennined locations (0363-365; 
Hsiung teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention that maizes them 
easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which enables the 
Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Using the 
broadest Interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming convention to Identify 
the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical location of the sensor.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 15, Orr discloses calculating a total from the 
data from at least some of the sensors located in the at least one of the plurality of 
sections (col. 3, lines 1-27; col. 3, lines 55-62; col. 4. line 44-col. 5, line 37; Orr 
discloses a data reception ground stiation receiving data from different sources, 
including an earth bound fixed sensor, which gathers local information. Orr discloses 
variances are mathematically calculated to determine the allowable tolerance within a 
signature band, to insure the classification accuracy of the data.). 
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Orr does not expressly disclose transmitting ttie total to a spreadsheet program 
operable to display the total at one of the determined locations associated with the at 
least some of the sensors 

Hsiung teaches transmitting the total to a spreadsheet program operable to 
display the total at one of the detenvined locations associated with the at least some of 
the sensors (0365; Hsiung teaches a function may be provides which enables the 
Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a. controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

t 

In regards to dependent claim 16, Orr does not disclose expressly determining 
locations in the spreadsheet comprises mapping the locations of the plurality of sensors 
to predetemiined locations in the electronic spreadsheet. 

However, Hsiung teaches detemiining locations in the spreadsheet 
comprises mapping the locations of the plurality of sensors to predetemiined locations 
in the electronic spreadsheet (0034; 0364-0365; Hsiung teaches mapping the location 
spreadsheet to sensors, which is considered a data source. Hsiung further teaches a 
function may be provides which enablies the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a 
column of data in the spreadsheet. Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the 
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Examiner concludes the mapping of location to a predetermined location in the 
spreadsheet would be detennined during design/setup.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to independent claim 17, Orr discloses a system comprising: 
a plurality of data sensor (col. 3, lines 1-27; col. 3, lines 55-62; Orr discloses a 
data reception ground station receiving data from different sources, including an earth 
bound fixed sensor, which gathers local information.). 

a computing platfomi operable to identify a geographical location of each of the 
data sensors (col. 3, lines 28-54; col. 4, lines 59-64; Orr discloses a data reception 
ground station may receive global remote sensed information/data, including global 
positioning system (GPS). Orr also discloses the stations provide regional and global 
information respectively. The reception ground station transmits the information/data to 
a central location.). 

Orr does not expressly disclose the computing platfonn is further operable to 
designate locations in an electronic spreadsheet based on the identified geographical 
locations of the plurality of data sensors to display at the designate locations in the 
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electronic spreadsheet at least one of the data from the plurality of sensors and a value 
calculated from the data from one or more of the plurality of sensors. 

wherein the computing platform conveys to a user, via the electronic 
spreadsheet, a display of the at least one data at one of the designated locations in the 
electronic spreadsheet to indicate the geographical location of at least one of the data 
sensor 

However, Hsiung teaches the computing platfonn is further operable to designate 
locations in an electronic spreadsheet based on the identified geographical locations of 
the plurality of data sensors to display at the designate locations in the electronic 
spreadsheet at least one of the data from the plurality of sensors and a value calculated 
from the data from one or more of the plurality of sensors (0180; 0363-365; Hsiung 
teacfies calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical weighted value, and 
others. Hsiung also teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention that 
makes them easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which 
enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Using the broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming 
convention to identify the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical 
location of the sensor.). 

wherein the computing platform conveys to a user, via the electronic 
spreadsheet, a display of the at least one data at one of the designated locations in the 
electronic spreadsheet to indicate the geographical location of at least one of the data 
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sensor (0363-365; Hsiung teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention 
that makes them easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which 
enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Using the broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming 
convention to identify the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical 
location of the sensor.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 18, Orr discloses the computing platform is 
operable to calculate the value as a function of time (col. 4. line 44-col. 5, line 37; Orr 
discloses variances are mathematically calculated to determines the allowable tolerance 
within a signature band, to insure the classification accuracy of the data.). 

In regards to dependent claim 19, Orr does not expressly disclose at least one 
other electronic spreadsheet operable to use data contained in the electronic 
spreadsheet to perform a mathematical function. 

However, Hsiung teaches at least one other electronic spreadsheet operable to 
use data contained in the electronic spreadsheet to perfonrt a mathematical function 
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(0180; 0365; Hsiung teaches calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical 
weighted value, and others. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which 
enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. It has been established and is well known in the art that spreadsheets 
software is typically design to perform a mathematical function, i.e. Microsoft Excel.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill In the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 20, Orr does not disclose expressly at least one 
device controlled by the computing platform based on the data from one or more of the 
plurality of data sources. 

However, Hsiung teaches at least one device controlled by the computing 
platfomi based on the data from one or more of the plurality of data sources (0003; 
0029; Simply put, Hsiung teaches how a device can be controlled by a single 
parameter/value.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent claim 21, Orr discloses a configuration repository 
storing tlie data from the plurality of data sensors (col. 3, lines 38-65; Orr discloses 
remote sensed data is routed to a central location where it is processed, manipulated 
and archived.)- 

Orr does not expressly disclose a configuration repository storing the locations in 
the electronic spreadsheet for placing the data from the plurality of data sensors, 
wherein the computing platform is operable to retrieve the locations in the electronic 
spreadsheet from the configuration repository to determine where to place the data from 
the plurality of data sensors in the electronic spreadsheet 

However, Hsiung teaches a configuration repository storing the locations in the 
electronic spreadsheet for placing the data from the plurality of data sensors, wherein 
the computing platform is operable to retrieve the locations in the electronic 
spreadsheet from the configuration repository to determine where to place the data from 
the plurality of data sensors in the electronic spreadsheet (0033-0034; 0364-0365; 
Hsiung teaches a database/repository is connected to a server which is useful for 
process control and monitoring functions. Hsiung teaches data fields from the 
spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung 
further teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to 
associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
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readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 23, Orr discloses remote sensed data may be 
fed directly to a central location in real time or near real time where it is processed, 
manipulated and archived (col. 3, lines 38-65;) 

Orr does not expressly disclose the plurality of sensors comprises a plurality of 
sensors in a data center and the computing platform is operable to facilitate the 
placement of the data from the plurality of the sensors in the locations in the 
spreadsheet associated with locations of the plurality sensors in the data center. 

However, Hsiung teaches the plurality of sensors comprises a plurality of sensors 
in a data center and the computing platfonn is operable to facilitate the placement of the 
data from the plurality of the sensors in the locations in the spreadsheet associated with 
locations of the plurality sensors in the data cenfer (0364-0365; 0034; 0102; 0447; 
Hsiung teaches data is acquired from a plurality of sources, for example field mounted 
devices such as sensors. Hsiung teaches data fields from the spreadsheet from the 
spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung further teaches a 
function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a 
column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
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readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 24, Orr discloses the computing platform is 
operable to facilitate the generation of different views of the sensors in the data center 
(col. 4, lines 32-45; Orr discloses a plurality of direct display screen may be used In the 
information center. Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner 
concludes the each display screen displays a different view.). 

Orr does not expressly disclose the different views being provided in the 
spreadsheet. 

However, Hsiung teaches the different views being provided in the spreadsheet 
(0364-0365; 0034; 0102; 0447; Hsiung teaches data is acquired from a plurality of 
sources, for example field mounted devices such as sensors. Hsiung teaches data 
fields from the spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate 
sensor. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model 
Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data In the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045) 

In regards to Independent claim 25, Orr discloses means for receiving data 
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from a plurality of sensors col. 3, lines 1-27; col. 3, lines 55-62; Orr discloses a data 
reception ground station receiving data from different sources, including an earth bound 
fixed sensor, which gathers local information.). 

means for detenrtlning a. geographical location of each of the plurality of sensors 
(col. 3, lines 28-54; col. 4, lines 59-64; Orr discloses a data reception ground station 
may receive global remote sensed infomnation/data, including global positioning system 
(GPS). Orr also discloses the stations provide regional and global information 
respectively. The reception ground station transmits the information/data to a central 
location.). 

Orr does not disclose expressly means for detemnining locations in an electronic 
spreadsheet based on locations of the plurality of sensors such that one or more at 
least a portion of the data from each of the plurality of sensors and a value calculated 
from the data from one or more of the plurality of sensors is operable to be displayed in 
one or more of the locations in the electronic spreadsheet. 

means for providing a display in the electronic spreadsheet to a user at least one 
of the data portions inserted in one of the detenmined spreadsheet locations, wherein 
the display indicates the separate geographical location of one of the plurality of 
sensors . 



However, Hsiung teaches means for determining locations in an electronic 
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spreadsheet based on locations of the plurality of sensors such that one or more 
at least a portion of the data from each of the plurality of sensors and a value calculated 
from the data from one or more of the plurality of sensors is operable to be displayed in 
one or more of the locations in the electronic spreadsheet (0180; 0363-365; Hsiung 
teaches calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical weighted value, and 
others. Hsiung also teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention that 
makes them easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which 
enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Using the broadest interpretation; the Examiner concludes that the naming 
convention to identify the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical 
location of the sensor.). 

means for providing a display in the electronic spreadsheet to a user at least one 
of the data portions inserted in one of the determined spreadsheet locations, wherein 
the display indicates the separate geographical location of one of the plurality of 
sensors (0363-365; Hsiung teaches sensors may be described by a naming convention 
that makes them easy to identify. Hsiung also teaches a function may be provides which 
enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Using the broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes that the naming 
convention to identify the sensors could include but not be limited to the geographical 
location of the sensor.). 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skiH in the art to combine Hsiung with brr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 26, Orr discloses means for calculating as a 
function of time the value (col. 4. line 44-col. 5, line 37; Orr discloses variances are 
mathematically calculated to determines the allowable tolerance within a signature 
band, to insure the classification accuracy of the data.). 

In regards to dependent claim 27, Orr does not disclose expressly means for 
controlling a device based on the calculated value. 

However, Hsiung discloses means for controlling a device based on the 
calculated value (0003; 0029; Simply put, Hsiung discloses how a device can be 
controlled by a single parameter/value.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary sl^ill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to. dependent claim 28, Orr discloses storage means for storing the 
data from the sensors (col. 3, lines 38-65; Orr discloses remote sensed data is routed to 
a central location where it is processed, manipulated and archived.). 
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Orr does not expressly disclose storage means for storing the locations of the 
data from the sensors in the spreadsheet, wherein the means for detennining the 
locations in the spreadsheet is operable to retrieve the locations in the spreadsheet 
from the storage means based on the locations of the plurality of sensors. 

However, Hsiung teaches storage means for storing the locations of the data 
from the sensors in the spreadsheet, wherein the means for determining the locations in 
the spreadsheet is operable to retrieve the locations in the spreadsheet from the 
storage means based on the locations of the plurality of sensors (0033-0034; 0364- 
0365; Hsiung teaches a database/repository is connected to a server which is useful for 
process control and monitoring functions. Hsiung teaches data fields from, the 
spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung 
further teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to 
associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 29, Orr does not expressly disclose means for 
receiving user selections associated with a view to be displayed in the spreadsheet, the 
view including at least one of the data from one or more of the plurality of sensors and 
the value. 
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However, Hsiung teaches means for receiving user selections associated with a 
view to be displayed in the spreadsheet, the view including at least one of the data from 
one or more of the plurality of sensors and the value (0364-0368; Hsiung teaches a 
database/repository is connected to a server which is useful for process control and 
monitoring functions. Hsiung teaches data fields from the spreadsheet from the 
spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung also teaches a function 
may be provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column 
of data in the spreadsheet. Hsiung further teaches the GUI may include a pop-up 
calendar to aid the user In selecting the time period of the data In the training set for 
each sensor in the model. Thus, Hsiung teaches means for receiving user selections 
associated with a view to be displayed in the spreadsheet, the view including at least 
one of the data from one or more of the plurality of sensors and the value.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Orr for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 33, Orr discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the method further comprises determining the location' infomiation for the data 
source, wherein the location infonnation is associated with a physical location of the 
data source (col. 3, lines 28-54; col. 4, lines 59-64; Orr discloses a data reception 
ground station may receive global remote sensed information/data, including global 
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positioning system (GPS). Orr also discloses the stations provide regional and global 
Information respectively. The reception ground station transmits the Infonnation/data to 
a central location. Dictlonary.com defines "regional" as relating to a large geographical 
area. Thus Orr teaches location Information is associated with a physical location of the 
data source.). 

6. It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures In the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the reference should not be considered to 
be limiting In any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. 
See MPEP2123. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed 22 May 2007 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made In view of 
Orr and Hsiung. 



I 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tfiis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner sliould be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can nomially be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 2176 

WILLIAM BASH0R6 
PRIMARY EXAMINEfl 



